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word, I mean to say that perseverance in the exercise
of Faith is no less difficult here than it is in France
for the majority to retain the innocence of Baptism,
and not to lose through sin the grace that makes us
agreeable to God.

Add to this the fury of a Hiroquois enemy who
closes the way to us; who deprives us of the neces-
sities of life, and of the help that may be sent us in
a forsaken country; who kills and massacres those
who come to our aid; whose insolence grows from
year to year; who depopulates the country, and
makes our Hurons think of giving up the trade with
the French, because they find that it costs them too
dear, and they prefer to do without European goods
rather than to expose themselves every year, not
[150] to a death that would be endurable, but to fires
and flames, for which they have a thousand times
greater horror.

Now, therefore, what can we expect in the midst
of a barbarous nation where we shall no longer have
the necessaries of life; where they will no longer
venture to send us the reinforcement of laborers that
would be required here to promote the affairs of God;
where all who shall remain will be abandoned to the
fury of a desperate people, who will no longer be
restrained from massacring us all by the fear of losing
their trade with the French,—which they will find
impossible to them, and which will be completely
ruined, as far as they are concerned? In that case,
the Christians who compose this nascent Church will
then see themselves without Pastors, without Sacra-
ments, without Sacrifice, and without the means of
having recourse to those who alone are their refuge
in their desolation, their support in their weakness,



